INTRODUCTION TO THE SAINTS HERITAGE WAY

Important considerations before you commence the trall

. Febwuary 2021 Advice on the current situation relating to the Corona-
virus PandemicThe Stadium is currently being used as a Mass ad®vid
Vaccination Centre by the NHS and people should not attend the Sta-
dium unless they have a Vaccination appointment. In the light of this, we
strongly advise walket® commence the Trail at poin§2- The Steve
Prescott Bridgeand toavoid the Totally WickedStadiumcompletely.

On the trail you shouldnly walk with members of your own household
and maintain social distancing keeping two metresvay from other
walkers.

. ROAD SAFETYe vigilantat alltimes. This is aarban heritage trail

and as such you will traverse busy roads whichhexavily trafficked

Use the pedestrian crossingthese are noted on the route guidance. Al-
ways remember tdalt on the pavementin order to read the Trail notes

. BEIORE YOU START THE TRRkad through the guidance amamil-
larise yourself with the route Wearsensibleclothing and strong foot-

wear appropriate for the weather. Ensure you take sowater.

. TheSAINTS HERITAGE Waaloop and as such can be accessed at any
point. There i310 need to complete the trail in one sessipthe route

and stopping points make it easy for walkers to stop anfbie the

route as they wish. The trail is designed to provide insight into the great
spating heritage which our Club has created in St. Helens, it should not
be viewed as a physical ordeal.

. The trail can easily be downloadad aPDFonto a modernmobile

phone or IPad The latter is particularly useful for its screen size in fol-
lowing the naps and viewing the images.

. Our greatPlayersare referenced throughout the trail. The references
are hyperlinkedusing theLJt | & S NB&afd théirHérage Numbers
These can be accessed online on the trail. Again always remember to
halt on the pavemen in order to read about players or Trail notes.
Finally,enjoy the SAINTS HERITAGE VdAY let us know what you

think about the Trail by emailingfo@saints.org.uk

COYS


mailto:info@saints.org.uk

THE SAINTS HERITAGE WAY

A seHlguidetivalk through 150 years of St Helens RFC History

Dedicated to the players, officials and supporters of the mighty Saints
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Produced by the Saints Heritagei Smgghg one of the greatest Sporting Heritage

Websites in the World

www.saints.org.uk


http://www.saints.org.uk/

The Trall

The Trail starts at the fabulous modern home of St Helens
RFC- The Totally Wicked Stadium , McManus Drive, St.
Helens WN9 3AL.

Your exploration takes you from the Stadium across the

Steve PrescottBridge past our townds great
heritage into the town centre. You will soon realise that

the history of our great Club is entrenched in our industrial

past.

The journey will take you to iconic buildings, scenes of

celebration and places for quiet reflec tion. Hopefully by

the time you arrive at the site of our beloved former

home, Knowsley Road , you will have a better
understanding of our Clubds progr
beginnings to being crowned World Champions in 2001.

The walk is about 7 miles in length. Before you start why
dondt you pop i ntCub8hop anthscoop el | ou s
up some Saintly apparel for your trek.

MAP OF THE ROUTE
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S1 The Dtally Wicked Stadium Thismulti-event stadium is owned and
professionally managed by the Club. It was agatonthe 10" of February, 20120ur first
opponents on that night were th8alford City RedsThe match ball was carried out by our
Legendary South African wingéf47Tom VanVollenhoven The crowd of 1537

witnessed the Saints prevail by 38 points to 10.

The wonderfully designed facade d note the year 1873 , our genesis

Our stadium is situated oklcManus Drivenamed after our esteemed Chairman who for
almost 20 years has guided the Club from financial dire straits to the most successful Club in

the Super League era.

Eamonn McManus St Helens RFC Chairman

When the Club moved in 2012 it was important to compdeinour wonderful modern
facilities with a respect for our glorious history. The concourses at the Stadium are adorned

with marvellous mural tributes to some of our greatest players.

Concourse Mural celebrating1025 Kevin Ward



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16468
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16499

#1052 Keiron Cunninghaiour legendary hooker played 496 matches for the Club. A local
poll nominated Keiron to have a statpéacedat the new stadium. Standing proud diet
West end of the Stadium, it is testament to hisroics on the field. A rare honogwell
earned.

Keiron reflects beneath his statue designed and created by sculptor Vanessa Marton

Directions to S2 Leave the St adium atthe West end and walk around the  Tesco Superstore to
the Steve Prescott Bridge .
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S2 The Steve Prescott Bridge

5SRAOFIGSR G2 GKS FT2NNSNI{lAydlaQ FdzZf ol Ol 6K
cancer at an early age. In 2007 he set lgpendation and quickly raised £5@®00 for

charitable causes. In 2009 he was awarded the MBE for his efforty, $adl4 Steve

Prescottpassed away in 2013 but his Foundation has #ttisince then and provet be a

great boost toChristies Hospitathe people of St Helerendthe Rugby League community

in genera] particularly people who are hafgressed.


http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15154
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16189
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16189

The Steve Prescott MBE Bridge lighting up the St Helens skyline

In2021the Steve Prescott Foundatioare holding a fundraising drive seeking supporters to
walk 1000 mile®ver the course of the full year. This would mean walking an average of
2.74 miles per day. Perhaps these kind hearted folks might want to include palttadrour
Heritage Trail as part of their efforts. Here is a link if you want to participate in this worthy
venture.

https://www.steveprescottfoundation.co.uk/events/officisevents/

RAISE £50 AND RECIEVE Ye veses
SPF 1000 MILE TSHIRT .

THAN JOINING
THE BEST WAY TO IMPROVE YOUR FITNESS

THE GYM

1000 MILES IN 2021

DURNGOR JOIN FELLOW SPF SUPPORTERS

AFTER WORK
WX AVERAGE 274 s,
Rsemoer MILES A DAY' SPF CERTIFICATE

(et ) ON COMPLETION


https://www.steveprescottfoundation.co.uk/events/official-events/

S3 The Cannington Roundabout

Save your legs at this point. Standing on the bridge just look to your left (South West) at the
Cannngton Roundabout In the centre of the roundabous a statue commemorating the

coal mining industry. The statue is namied K S a(@lsy oW as The Anderton Mining
Monument) and was moved to St HelendDecember 1998 om Eastwood Hall,

Nottingham.There have been many collieries in the St Helens district including pits in

Peasty CrossSutton Manor, Haydock Broad OaklLea GreenRavenheadcandBold. In the

first half of the twentieth century many Skitiners were employed down coal pitRugby

League at that time demanded hard, strong players and the pit cages of St Helemd wo

no less tharl10minersii 2 LJ & F2NJ G6KS {lIAydaQ FANRG GSHY

LEFE139J ames O6Butcéaer
local miner from Silkstone Street who
also worked in a glass works.

RIGHE302George LewisWelsh coal
miner, prewar record pointsscorer and
captain of our first Championship side in
1932

Directions to S4 Continue over the bridge , walk straight on and drop under the  railway bridge
to our next stop 8 The Glass House which is situated on Chalon Way West .



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16185
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15834

S4 The Glass House Turn left and look at the glorious shape of the buildamgl its

fabulous brickwork. If you are making a day of it, it is well worth a visit to dig deeply into the

History of Glass and its importance in St Helens. It serves us well to already reflect on two

stages already visited/ ¢ K S atatug SasBltuatedn the Canrington Roundabout The

name comes from the firm d€annngton Shawwho set up theSherdley Glass Bottle

Worksin 1866 using manual harglassblowing. The process was mechanised in 1897. St

Helens was once\world leaderin glass production anthe industry employed ove25000
G2NYISNE i 2yS LRAYGD | yadzZNLINRaAy3Ites {lFAyda
factories five and a half days a week. We have counted ar80nmayersup to 1939who

were glass workersut were are certain thamany morefound employmenin glassworks.

iy’

#1 Tom Foulkehailed from Thdto Heath and played full
backin our very first Northern Union match on
September tie 7", 1895. He was a real character and
often played in his flat cap. Our club captain for seven
seasons he led our side in the first ever Challenge Cup
Final against Batley. Tom was the grandfather of
Manchester United great, Bill Foulkes. He worked het
Sherdley Glass Bottle Works which remarkably was on
GKS &aAGS 2F {lAyGaqQ ySg 4§
long ago.

N

MAP FROM GLASS HOUSE TO SHEET WORKS ANIELSON HOTEL THEN
ONWARDS TO PARISH CHURCH

Directions to S5 Continue along Chalon Way West past the Car Park and The Range. Keep on
the left pavement. At the roundabout look left at the wonderfully rounded fagade of the old
Pilkington Head Office .


http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15339

PB Old Head Office (Right)

S5 Old Pilkington Head Office At one point in timeone quarterof the population

of St Helens workedt PilkingtonBrothers The company had factories throughout the

town manufacturing different types of glass. Rugby League was thespam and

remarkably Pilkingtomrothers had deagueof their own site teams. These were very useful
rugby nurseries for the Saints. Moreover, the company initiated3helelens Recs Rugby
LeagueClubwhich played in the league betwed®19 and 1939They became the fiercest
rivals of the Saints in this ped. The Recs were also successful in the league and produced
several international players. In tH®926 Lancashire Cup Firtak Saints defeated St Helens
Recs by 10 points to 2 with the match being played in Warrington.

Directions to S6 At the roundabou tturnrightto Bridge Street . Keep on the right hand side
pavement and after a few metres you will be outside the Nelson Hotel .

*THIS AREA HAS VERY HEAVY TRAFFIC PLEASE USE THE PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS




S6 The Nelson Hotel

The Nelson Hotel Hubert Sidney 6Jumd T

Jum Turtill #19Gwvas signed on NZ All Golds Tour of 1908. He was regarded as or
the best full backs in the worldJum was the popular landlord of the Nelson Hotel,
Bridge St. He was tracally killed in World War One d&ving survived the hellish con-
ditions at Ypres, Pilkem Bridge and Menim Bridgaly to be killed by shrapnel on
the 9" of April, 1918 at GivenchywWhen his widow returned to New Zealand, the
GSylryoe gla GF1Sy 20SNJ o6& ht A@BSNI 9f f

In 1908 the first Rugby League touring team fromvdaunder arrived on our shores. They

were paid players and subsequenttimown as theV! f . TheyfeiRandded frolew

Zealandwith one guest immortal player in the shape of Australizally MessengerThey

received a very warm reception in the town, so much so that they arranged to play a second
fixture against St Helens. The whole touring party were fed and accommodated to a high
a0FyRINR® a2NB20SNE (GKSe& | NNI yitaeédtRPriing QA &aA G G
Minister who happened to be born in St Helens. They were so enamoured with the welcome

that Saints signed two players full ba€k90 Jum Turtiland scrum half180 Arthur Kelly

Another Kiwi tourist#169 Joe Laveryeven played one match for the Saints before signing

for Leeds#199 Archie Waddek good mate of Jum Turtilater signed for the Saints in
1910.

2 Left the Ivy Cottage on
Eccleston HiJlhome of Richard
Seddon

Below left:#180 Arthur Kelly
Kiwi scrum half signing from
the All Golds touring team

BelowRight:Richard Seddon
the 15" Prime Minister of New
Zealand



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16455
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15754
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15808
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16475
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16455
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15754
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No. 347.—KELLY
St. Helens (R.)
* Noted Footballers

Directions to S7 Continue up Bridge Street to the beginning of the pedestrian shopping area.
Turn rightinto Church Street . On your left after 150 metres is the  Clarks Outlet which is on the
site of the original Fleece Hotel where an important meeting was hel d in 1873 (more of that
later). W alk down to the Parish Church , on your right after 200m.




S7 The Parish Church

Left: St HelendParish Church

Below:Fleece Hotet 1873 Club Meeting

#207 Christopher Chavasswas the
son of the Bishop of Liverpool and
known as the 'Flying Curate'. Heas a
graduate from Oxford University and
competedalong with his brother in the
1908 London Olympic Gamdhe
winger was famous for thing a nap
and missing the wagonettéo the
groundand the match. He was as-
signed apost at the St Helens Parish
Church



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15064

Directions to S8 Continue along Church Street then turn leftinto Hall Street. On your left after
100 metres you will pass the Hardshaw Shopping C entre, the site of the former Greenall &
Brewery .

S8The site of Greenall & Brewery

.ST2NB mMopod {FAydaQ GSI YranyawaRfixtarezlb} taiNiio® NBE ¢ 2 d
St HelenLentral Stationn Shaw Street This busy statioon the Liverpool to Wigan lins
just 150 metres to your right.

Earlytwentieth century image of
the Greenal@ Brewery.Up to 1975
departing or arriving passengers
would be treated to the smell of
warm hops and the sight of its
iconic building. The scene would
have included draymen clad in
green overalls loading barrels ont
beer wagons The firm employed
ASOSNIf {lAyhaQ
years with its distinctivetasting
ales being served throughout the
town.

#774 Cliff Watsorwith a broken
arm sustaned on the rugby
field, not at work. He was an
employee of Greenall
WhiteleysQ . NB g SNE =
in the 1960s.The iron man was
born in London andnade 373
appeaances for the Club,
collected30 Great Britain caps
and won every honour in the
game. He lter emigratedto
Australia along with#830
Tommy Bishopwhere they
becamelegends with the
CronullaSutherlandClub.



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16510
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=14908
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=14908

Directions to S9 Proceed up Hall Street to its junction with Corporation Street . At this point tur n
right, cross over and walk 180 metres to the bridge . As you walk keep on the left side of the
bridge. Look down from the bridge at the Canal and Railway line to the area which

energised the Pocket Nook district.

S9 Pocket Nook

From left to right:
Pocket Nook area

Pocket Nook
Street

Matt Creevey

ThePocket Nookcommunity grew up in a vibrant industrial area close to the key transport
fAyla LINPOARSR o0é& (GKS {lFyi1Se /FylFfX . NRAI
Railway. The back to back housing engendered a tight knit community, full of avaraite
streets also produced some classy rugby players, indeed it had its ownctdanfPocket

Nook Shamrocksvho recruited from the families of Irish immigrants in the aréam Hall
#110andRalph Banks #11Were a half back partnership emanating from Pocket Nook. Th¢
Creevey familyproduced three first team players#99 Charlie Creevey113 Jimmy Creevey
and#153Matt Creevey. The brothers uniquely played todetr against Wigan in March 1907
with the Saints winning that day153Matt Creeveywas a world champion standing jumper
and Music Hall artist of great repute.

Directions to S 10 Turn back and walk 400 metres into  Victoria Square containing St Helens
Town Hall, the Central Library and the Cenotaph .



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15493
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15493
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=14854
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15124
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15127
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15128
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15128

S10The Town Hall, Gamble Institute and Cenotaph

”

Traditionally the players of Saints teams who had played in major Finals were invite
Civic Reception at th€own Hall Thousands of fans use to fill Victoria Square to gree
their heroesg win or lose. When the team lost to Huddersfielde 1953 ®Gallenge
Cup Finalthe crowds turned up in huge numbers to applaud their efforts. Two week
later the team returned to the scene to attendGivic Receptiothrown for the newly
crownedChampiors.#667 Steve Llewely@ad Ay @AGlI GA 2y OF Yy 0 ¢
picture above.

TheGamble Instituteincorporating the Central Library was set up by the Gamble fan
who operated Chemical Works in the towd#illiam and David Gamblegentlemen

LI | @ SNAR LJ NI A OA LI G S Ranuafy 3fi. k834adainsdzyefpaol F A
Royal Infirmary

Directions to S11 Leave Victoria Square heading North West pastthe  Police Station along
Corporation Street , across a mini-roundabout to a larger r oundabout. Cross carefully heading
directly ahead to  Duke Street . The Duke of Cambridge is on your left after 100 metres.



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15863

S11The Duke of Cambridge Public House

Billy Cross

The ultimate clubman.

The Duke of Cambridgeas a significant hostelry in the History of the Saints. In the 1890s
Mine Host was the enigmat#6 Billy Cros¢see above withball and county cap) who
appearedto be the supreme organiser. Not only did he run this popular establishment but
the star County player fror{endalalso captained the team for most of the 1890s.
Furthermore, the Duke of Cambridge was also the effective Headquarters of the Club.
Remarkably Billy played as amateurthroughout his career.


http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15142

Directions to S12 Continue along Duke Street on the left hand side of the pavement and
after 300 metres you will arrive atthe  Talbot.

S12The Talbot Public House

In the early 1900s team business had graduated alouke Streeto the Talbot The team
picture indicates thathanging facilitiesvere far from salubrious. Teams transferred from
here tothe Knowsley Roadroundby wagonette, doubtless receiving tactical advice and
encouragement fromgpporters taking the same route!

Left¢ KS GSFY 2dziaARS (K S)l?insl\b]ehliloﬁéthefTeltttﬁoN:Pbt?_‘l.dik“alt@_J
in the dressing roomwindows and the team wearing red, black and amber jerseys.

Right This photo shows a chargings39 Duggie Greenaitho played 487 matches for
Saints, scoring 188 tries in the process. A 1954 GB tourist down under, Duggie was
landlord at the Talbot for many years



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15445

Directio ns to S13 Continue along Duke Street up to the traffic lights at Boundary Road . Cross
over and turn left up Boundary Road to the traffic lights at Lingholme Road and halt . Turn
right along Ligholme Road and haltby Queens Park .

S13 Origins and Old Stomping Grounds

Look to your left at the expanse Qiueens ParkThese grassed areas marks of the sit
where gentlemen friends first kicked and passed the rugby ball in the early 1870s 4
part of some informal exercise. Out of these interactidvidiam DouglasHermanhad
the notion of forming a Rugby Football Cluke Was supported in this venture by the
Gamblebrothers who were introduced to you at the Town Hall S¢&10 William
Herman was a younchemid who was recruited byrilkington Brothersrom the Royal
College of Chemistry in London and employed at the @r@¥ass Works in St Helens ¢
a handsome salary. Herman was able to overcome several production stumbling b
gKAOK KIR R23I3ISR GKS O2YLIlyeod LYy GKS
#1064Paul Newloveproportions. Importantly, Herman was a driven organiser and a
talented sportsman with experience of rugby at school and for the Crescent Club ir
London.

Prior toestablishing itself at Knowsley Road the fledgling Club played in several
locations around the town. The area arou@dieens ParlandDentons Greerwas the
site offour of these playing grounds.

¢ KS /fifstdnat€havas playedn the Recs Cricket Groun@Queens ParkBoundary
Road In the 1870s the Saints did a moonlit flit moving, posts and all, from their gro
betweenWest Park RoadndBoundary Roado the area to your right, where
Lingholme RoadndHarris Streetare now situated. The land was ownday a certain
Ralph Smithand the teams used to change ifbarn nearDentons Greerwhere we
head next.



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16049

Advertisement in the St Helens Newspape

dit is proposed to form a football club for
St Helens and neighbourhood. Gentlemen
taking an interest in the game are invited
to attend a meeting to be held at the
Fleece Hotel on Wednesday the16f

b2 3SYOSNE mMyTo Fid 7

Queens Parlg informal origins of
the Club and site of early grounds

Directions to S14 Turn right after the Park at the junction of Lingholme Road and Dentons
Green Lane . Cross Greenfield Road with care and the take a left turn up Windleshaw Road .
The Cricket Ground is on your right after 100 metres




S14 St Helens Cricket Club Windleshaw Road
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Around 1880 Ralph Smith sold his land near Queens Park for housing

development. This prompted the Club to move to playing fields close to St

Helens Cemetery . We will be going there after our next stop. Needless to say

that the Clubods residence at the dead end of
the Club headed back towards town to play on the St Helens Cricket Club

ground. Furthermore, the Club also decided to change its name from St

Helens Rangers to St Helens Rugby Club .

ral

LLUMINATED FOO

On the St. Hele
DENTON'S GR

THURSDAY EVENIN

ST, HELENS o W
ick-off at 7-30 p.m. |

The Ground will Le Illuminated
spectators will be ahle to
fght.  Admission—Grund 5
3d, Boys Id, Tadics to pay. Mem!

The years at the Cricket Club provided some much needed stability and

rugby standards improved considerably over the next eight seasons. Two

matches in the early months of 1889 demonstrated their progress. On  January
31st. 9000 spectators witnessed the Rangers play ~ Wigan under floodlights
some 76 years prior to the first floodlight match at Knowsley Road! In March
the Saints entertained the  New Zealand Maoris before a crowd of  5000.



Directions to S15 . Proceed 400 metres up  Windleshaw Road to its junction with Hard Lane .
Opposite the junction  and to the right lies the Abbey Hotel .




S15Abbey Hotel

Before the team moved to the Cricket Club, they played on land close to St
Helens Cemetery. The Abbey Hotel allowed the team to change on their
premises and hosted after -match receptions. Also, the Club  decided to
change its name from  Eccleston Rangers to St Helens Rangers. The team
picture above is taken outside the pub. You can get a flavour of playing kit
with long britches and long sleeved tops.

Directions to S16 . Go down Hard Lane towards the Gerrard Arms (home of the Gerrard
Songsters). Cross the two main roads carefully and walk past the Gerrard on the left
pavement and continue right to the end of Kiln Lane. At the T -Junction turn left and soon you

will arrive at the Seven Stars.




16 Seven Stars

The pub 0 svasmaleany established by 1900 and most probably named
after the constellation of Ursa Major. However, according to St Helens folklore,

it was rededicated

as a celebration and tribute to the

St Helens who were selected for the England Team to tour Austra
Zealand in 1928. Four players were from the Saints and three from local rivals
St Helens Recs.

seven star players from

lia and New

1928 The Four Saints® Tourists Record:
HERITAGE PLAYER PLAYING OCCUPATION|P | T |G |PTS
NUMBER POSITION
345 Alf Ellaby Wing Hotel Landlord | 14 | 20| 2 | 64
284 Les Fairclough| Stand Off Publican 12 |11 0 | 33
312 Alf Frodsham Centre SteelErector 17 | 15| 0 | 45
352 Ben Halfpenny | Second Row Engineer in 10| 8| 0| 24
Chemical Works



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15261
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15282
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15351
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15491
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matches.

The Seven Stars
of St Helens

Alf Ellaby, Albert Fildes, AFrodsham, Ben Halfpenny, FraBowen, Oliver Dolan, Les Fairclough



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15261

Directions to S17 . Continue 100 along Millbrook Lane in the same direction and look at the
splendid traditional houses on your right.

S17 Midnight on Millbrook Lane

#735 Alex Murphywas the outstanding schoolboy Rugby League player of his generation.

Every club in the league would have moved heaven and earth to capture his signature. This

FI OG0 KFER y2G 32yS dzyy20 A0SR G GKS /ftdzod ! S
birthday Murphy was playing in a local Schoolboys Final. After the game Alex was whisked

dzLJ G2 GKS { I Ay {aQHarrg CobdnblilIBw dirgc@rd ibnil ISwiftddvdl y

Joe HarrisonHe was offered &80signing on fee which Alex gladly accepted. r@xant of

the fact that at least four other Clubs were waiting for Alex outside the ground, the

Directors smuggled him away W2 S | I NNJ én®iybébék L&ne Taé & putation

played snooker until Alex finally signed the necessary forms after th@ Wik y 3 | 2 dzNJb €

Millbrook Lane- No ghost story! Mercurial Murphy on attack

Directions to S18 . Continue along Millbrook Lane in the same direction until you reach a

sharp bend to the right. Keep left and go straight on down the dipand up to the T -Junction
at Knowsley Road . Cross over and turn left.  You are now walking parallel to  the Knowsley
Road Stadium o Home of the Saints for 120 years from 1890 to 2010. At the next juncti on turn
rightinto Newlove Avenue . Follow the road through the Cunningham Grange State and

emerge on Coslett Drive . This leads to Dunriding Lan.



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16031

S18The site of the former home of St Helens RFC dKnowsley Road

You can imagine that the Stadium changed considerably over the years as new stands were
added, facilities were developed and one of the poshest ever Scoreboards was erected.
When the Club first moved there in 1890 it had little to commend it. At the rinatch

played onSeptember &, 1890againstManchester Rangersspectators had to pay their
admission money througpigeon holesin the fencing. Theravere no stands for the

spectators andaho changing rooms for the players. You will recall that playere wsanging

in Duke Stree20 years later and travelling up Knowsley Road byagonette. At imes

Saints did try temporary measwséke the hut below but the leMeof comfort must have

been shocking
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The teamlist to the left
contains severahames that
you have met previously on this
trail. #1 Tom Foulkewith his
flat cap,_#2 Bob Dohertyiving
in Lyon Stret and captain#6
Billy Crossstill pulling pints at
the Duke of Cambridge.

We would draw your attention
to two other Saints. Cumbrian
#5 Bill Whiteleywho played 320
matches for the Saints and10
John McKawho had emigrated
to Canada only to return to
Europe in WW1 to meet his
death on the battlefied.

The Saints playe2l158home first team matches d&nowsley RoadIn addition there were

manyA Teammatches Internationals, Finalsof Local Amateur Cup competitions and local

10K22f Q& I £ dancashB8eNIdEh@ohn Rlayer CypS dzii NI f
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Finals. The stadium also hosted tHarlem Globetrotters Wrestling boutsandrock

concerts

The Saint® w SadikndliRley Road

RESULTS MATCHES PERCENTAGE
PLAYED 2158 100%
WON 1592 74%
LOST 487 22.5%
DRAWN 79 3.5%

In addition 8 matches concluded with NO RESUdltfiese were either
abandoned or the opposition team objected to the result.


http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15339
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15211
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15142
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15142
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16532
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15959
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15959

KNOWSLEY ROAD PHYSICAL LEGACY

Thesmall estateg KA OK ¢l a odzAf G 2y (GKS aA0S NRAIKGEE C
history. The development was call@inningham GrangEstateafter #1052 Keiron
Cunnnghamand streets were named #dr five of our former star players.

Coslett Driveof course is namedfter our record Appearances, Goals and
Points record holder£797 Kel CosletfThe Drive follows the entrance the
Stadium near the railway bridge on Dunriding Lane.

Kel Coslett supporting an attack with a timely
intervention.

531 matches, 45 tries, 1639 goals and 3413 points

Player, coach and team manager over 30 years at th
Club.

Multiple record-holder andLegend!



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15154
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15154
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15112

Newlove Avenuecommemorates centré&1064 Paul Newloveho was not

only a gamechanger on the field but also a catalyst for the fortunes of the
Club. His Avenue takes you through the Eccleston end turnstiles and up to the
Edington Stand.

Paul Newlove demonstrates how to fend
off a tackler on his way to théryline.

Sculthorpe Closéeads you from the Dunriding Lane entrance opposite
Gladstone Street to the Main Entrance and Turnstiles. This thoroughfare
remembers#1083 Paul Sculthorgeour former captain and complete
footballer.

Paul Sculthorpe (left) showing off the Rugby
League Challenge Cup with Sean Long (digh

Wellens Walkis where the iconic Pavillion used to be and celebrates the
contributions of the greainternationalfull back#1087 Paul Wellenaho
played almos600matches for the Saints.



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16049
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16305
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16518

Paul Wellens launcheanother
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Yet againwe get to talk again about1052 Keiron Cunninghanour
inspirational player fod7 season$rom 1994 to 2010.Cunningham Court
rests upon the hallowed turf of Knowsley Roadr home for 120 years.

Keiron celebrating on the Knowsley Road pitathere, no doubt, a
residents of his Court later plantedrees andbushes



http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15154
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some 120 years.

Directions to S19 . Head ac rossDunriding Lane and turn left into Doulton Street . Many streetsi n

adzLISND Y2ydzySy i

St Helens were home to the 554 hometown players who have played for their premier Rugby

League team. Our journey back to the town centre will give you a flavour of the community

and our great sport.

S19 Doulton Street

A quick glance at the playing gidons inthe table below will probablyaise a
guestion in your mind. What was it about Doulton Street that generated so

many speedsters? Was it something in the water or did the neighbour
engender a need to escape tricky situations quickly?

HERITAGE PLAYER PLAYING OCCUPATION|P | T |G | PTS

NUMBER POSITION
204 Fred Barton Wing Labourer 19| 2| 2] 10
103 Francis Bowen Wing Corporation Labourer | 1 | 2 | 0 | 6
241 John Briscoe | Scrum Half Labourer 3 (10| 3
122 Fred Jones Centre Tram Livery Worker| 68 | 12 | 33| 102
510 Micky Joyce Wing Glass Machinist| 2 | 0| 0| O
518 Gerald Waring Wing Glass Labourer| 8 | 2| 0| 6
497 Jackie Waring Centre Skilled Labourer| 68 | 34| 0 | 102
600 Tom Waring Centre Unknown 3| 5| 0| 15
322 Walter Wright Wing Police Sergeant| 102| 32| 0 | 96

g KA OK


http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16781
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=14932
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=14973
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15719
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=15740
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16501
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16502
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16504
http://www.saints.org.uk/saints/player.php?num=16586

A pacey pair indeed. Leftisickie
Waringan England international
whose career was blighted by
World War Two. Living at the top
SYR 2F Wws52dz GeQ
have punted a ball from his back
yard onto the training pitch.

Right is Police Sergeawtalter
Wright ¢ criminals had little chance
of escaping this leg of the law.

Directions to S20 . Walk all the way down  Doulton Street and turn leftinto Boundary Road .

MAP FROM DOULTONSTREET TO LYON STREET



